Week 2 Discussion questions Due Friday Sept 3 by 10 pm EST 

2.1
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
Colossians 1:15-20 (New International Version)
Question : Do you agree with the arguments advanced by Skillen and Gerson regarding the necessity of Christian involvement in politics? Is politics the realm of the secular and something from which Christians should abstain? Or, is politics part of the created order and a sphere of life in which Christians might actively participate to be redemptive agents?? Why or why not?
Resource : https://www.cpjustice.org/public/capital_commentary/article/786

2.3
1. 
Watch the video Lawmakers to get a perspective on the type of people that serve in state and local government.
2. Visit http://votesmart.org/  (right click to open in new tab) and type in your. Zip Code  45335 
3. Review the list of officials that represent you at the state and local level and identify one politician to research.
4. Navigate to the threaded discussion and respond to the following:
a. Background Info - What level of education does the elected official have? What is their professional background or prior job experiences? How long has your “representative” been serving? Were they elected or appointed for their position? What party does the official identify with? What does their motivation for being a public servant seem to be?
b. Campaign Finances - What are the official’s primary sources of funding? What percentage of their financing comes from Political Action Committees (PACs) and what kinds of PACs tend to support the official? How forthcoming has the official been in providing financial information? Discuss briefly your impressions or concerns, if any, about where the money comes and whether it matters.
c. Issue Position and Voting Record - Where does your representative stand on two issues that matter to you? Review the issue positions (NPAT) of your elected official and their voting record on the issues you chose. Has the official been consistent in their support or opposition to the issues? Are their stances different than their party’s position on the issues? Discuss thoroughly the ways in which their issue positions are similar or disparate with your views.

2.4
1. Read Tolbert and Smith’s article "Representation and Direct Democracy in the United States"
2. Read "The dangers of direct democracy."
3. Navigate to the threaded discussion and respond to the following:
a. You have been asked to provide an assessment of whether your state, which does not presently use instruments of direct democracy, should adopt referendums, initiatives and recalls in the future. Do you think the state should begin using direct democracy, why or why not? What are the positive and negative features of direct democracy? And importantly, are voters smart enough for direct democracy? Does direct democracy change and improve the type of public policies that are produced by government?
4. It is expected that this initial posting be a minimum of 200 words in length.

All separate posts !

Paper:  Due Monday Sept 7th at 10Pm EST   APA format, 3 pages, cited 

In this policy memo, you will provide to the governor of your state background and analysis to support a position recommendation on a current state policy issue of your choice. In the role of policy analyst you are to provide the necessary information and support for a single course of action.
The topic or issue considered should be narrowly defined. You may find pending bills or a policy adopted in another state provides an appropriate level of specificity to aid your focused analysis and drafting of the memo.
Research how three different states approach the policy. Understand the arguments on both sides of the issue using legislative committee analysis, legislative proceedings, expert interview, interest group literature or scholarly articles as appropriate. Additionally, do background research on the issue stances of the politician you are advising, the nature of those they are representing and potential opposition to the policy that exists or might emerge.
The written policy memo should include the following components:
1. An executive summary that encapsulates the argument(s) and recommendation(s) of the memo.
2. A brief introduction and description of the problem and the policy proposal identified to address it.
3. A comparison and contrast of how three different states approach the policy issue and explanations for why the variation exists.
4. A review of proposals and summary of the arguments for and against your specific proposal.
5. A proposed solution and rationale for it as the chosen option.
6. An assessment of what steps are necessary for action, what obstacles exist, the level of urgency for action and the political realities that may influence success.
Resources: 
  
Website: https://libguides.rutgers.edu/c.php?g=337162&p=2268994.
  Website: http://libguides.usc.edu/content.php?pid=83009&sid=3876760. 






